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16 February 1862

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus Van Raalte
presided, it was reported that often during the preaching, people were disturbed by latecomers.
Suggestions to rectify the problem were put forward.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 175.

Page 175
Consistory Meeting of February 16, 1862
Absent: Brothers Broek, Wilterdink, and, because of illness, Labots.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, Rev. A. C. van
Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — The committee for K. Schaddelee reported that they have spoken with
both husband and wife together, and that on both sides, they once again heard many
grievances against each other. They again earnestly admonished them, but they fear that
their work was fruitless. Finally, at wit's end, they fear that the love has come to the
point that it has turned into aversion. It seems that all efforts and time spent have been
without fruit, and it is quite possible that one of these days, in one fashion or another, an
explosion will take place.
ARTICLE 4 — Because, during the preaching, people are disturbed by noise outside the
doors of the church and by people coming to church late, de Vries, te Roller, and
Geerlings were appointed as a committee to set this matter in order, to encourage quiet
and, if necessary, to place a carpet or rug in the church. The doors could also be altered,
or any other improvement can be made, and the committee is given power to act.
ARTICLE 5 — Keppel reports that he has inquired from Binnekant, in the matter
concerning H. Bottenburg. He is, indeed, willing to take him in, but the stipulations for
salary, he prefers to leave in the hands of the consistory. It was decided, once again, to
appoint a committee to meet with Hubert to discuss his attitude towards working in the
printing business or other work. Secondly, the committee will meet with Binnekant
about the salary, which would be for the first year $10.00; the second year $30.00 over
and above room and board. Thirdly, they are to speak with Mr. Boeve, who did not
appear to be all that pleased if he will lose Hubert. The committee appointed is Keppel,
Oonk, and Kamper.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Brother Kamper.

A. C. van Raalte
G. Wakker, clerk

